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Officer Involved Shooting 
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Los Angeles [Qatewrg ai ha sas ree partner were about lobe shot. Deputy Loper fired fourrouncs alts suspect stir hin 
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Indutial Gon Take Abe Search Warrant 
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Park Weather (circle only one): pia hri Two Person Unit 
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FRA 3 z Rollotit Information 2 3 
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Method Type of Injury Body Part Injured 


AW) Anwen (OV) Other Weapor: Vehicle 
(60)  Baton:(Control) (OB) Other Weapon: Blunt Object pa Terson tart Reagan 
(Bl)  Baton:(mpact) (QO) Other Weapon: Other BU) a tans oA 
(BF) Bodily Fluids (PK) Persona! Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Kick) CP) Complaint of P (eK ae 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
DEPUTY INVOLVED HIT SHOOTING - SUSPECT DECEASED 


UNIT: Lennox Station 

DATE: Monday, January 24, 2005 

TIME: 0118 hours 

LOCATION: Intersection of West 125" Street and Vermont Avenue, 
City of Los Angeles 

URN#: 005-00679-0378-013 

IAB#: SH#2138293 


On April 24, 2004, the Internal Affairs Bureau's Force and Shooting Response Team 
responded to the intersection of Vermont Avenue and West 125" Street in the City of Los 
Angeles {adjacent to Lennox Station’s area) regarding an officer involved hit shooting. The 
team consisted of Sergeant Clay Anderson, Sergeant Larry Landreth, and Lieutenant Rick 
Jennings. Detectives Mitchell Robinson and Richard Garcia of the Sheriff Department's 
Homicide Bureau were the detectives assigned to handie the criminal aspect of the 
incident. 


When the team members arrived at the location, the crime scene was preserved and there 
was an active command post and containment of the area. The body of Kazi Bell 
(deceased) laid in the intersection of Vermont Avenue at West 125" Street and one 
witness Pee] had been transported to Lennox Sheriff's Station. Investigators 
learned Depuly Carlos Lopez (shooter) and his partner, Deputy a 
involved in an incident at the intersection which culminated into an officer involved hit- 
shooting. 


Deputies Lopez and (MM are Early Morning Shift (EM), uniformed ope officers, 


working a two-man unit in a marked Sheriff's patrol car. Deputy was the driver 
of the vehicle with Deputy Lopez as the passenger (“bookman’). 


This investigation is based on information obtained during the criminal investigation, which 
includes statements by the involved deputies and witnesses at the scene, coupled with 
various written documentation. 
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SYNOPSIS: 
On January 24,2005 at approximately 1:18 AM, Deputies Carlos Lopez and I 
[were traveling northbound on Vermont Avenue approaching West 125th Street 
in the City of Los Angeles in a marked Sheriff's patrol car, when they observed 
running northbound on the east side of the street. The deputies then noticed 
joined Kazi Shinda Bell, who was also on the sidewalk ahead of him. Together, and 
Bell walked northbound on Vermont from West 125th Street. 


Deputy J who was driving, illuminated Band Bell with the patrol car driver's 
side spotlight, as Deputy Lopez also illuminated the two men with the passenger's 
spotlight. Bell immediately began to run south, back towards West 125th Street. As Bell 
ran past the patrol car, Deputy Lopez observed him removing a handgun from his 
waistband. Deputy Lopez ordered Bell to stop running, but Bell ignored Deputy Lopez's 
orders and continued running towards West 125th Street. As Bell approached the comer 
of Vermont Avenue and West 125th Street, he turned to his right and pointed the handgun 
at Deputy Lopez. In fear for his life, Deputy Lopez fired four rounds at Bell, striking him 
once in the head, causing Bell to fall to the ground. 


Deputy Lopez issued a broadcast of the shooting, requesting assistance and emergency 
aid. Los Angeles County Paramedics responded to the scene and pronounced Bell dead 
at approximately 1:29 AM. Deputy IEEE detained Kazi Bell's companion, BE 

Los Angeles Police oticors Mend a o0 patrolling 
Vermont Avenue at the time of the shooting and observed a Sheriffs patrol car stopped 
in the northbound lanes of Vermont Avenue. When they stopped to provide assistance, the 
officers saw that the male lying on the ground had been shot and that his right hand was 
lying on his chest holding a handgun. The deputies recovered a .357 caliber handgun from 
Bell. The handgun contained six live rounds. 


Deputy Medical Examiner Ajay J. Panchal, M.D., concluded that Bell died as a result of a 
single gunshot wound to the head. A subsequent autopsy also revealed the presence of 
marijuana, phencyclidine, and alcohol in Bell's system. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


Carlos Lopez 

Deputy Sheriff, Employee #iE 
Field Operations Region II 

Lennox Sheriff's Station 


Santino Saavedra 

Deputy Sheriff, Employee EO O | 
Field Operations Region li 

Lennox Sheriff's Station 
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EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY: 


Deputy Carlos Lopez 
Date of Employment: 05/31/95 


Date assigned to Lennox Station: | 
Date completed patrol training: 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 
Deputy 
Date of Employment: == 
Date assigned to Lennox Station: zzz 
Date completed patrol training: (= 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): ie] 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: i 


SUSPECT(S): 
Kazi Shinda Bell, MB/01-01-83, 5'11", 140 Ibs., black/brown 


oe S - aka “Bucc,” “Solo” 


SID/Ci: i Vain: Fo: M 


CRIMINAL HISTORY: 


IAB Note: A copy of Kazi Bell's criminal history report is included in this 
investigation as Exhibit C. 


WITNESSES: 
SEE MB/ E 
=z 
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LAPD Officer [ig 


South East Division 
108th Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90061 
(323) 485-6914 


LAPD Officer M 


South East Division 
108th Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90061 
(323) 485-6914 


INJURIES: 


Kazi Bell sustained a single gunshot wound to his head, just below his left eye. The wound 
was located four inches (4") from the top of his head and 2 5/8 inches (2 5/8") left of the 
midline. The bullet did not exit Bell's body, and the lead projectile was subsequently 
removed by Deputy Medical Examiner Ajay J. Panchal, M.D. The projectile penetrated 
Bell's skin, soft tissue, left temporal skull, and was lodged in his right occipital skull. A 
fragment of the lead projectile was also recovered in Bell's throat (pharynx). 


JAB Note: The autopsy report is contained within the Homicide report, which is 
included in this investigation as Exhibit A, pages 18-44, 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 


Refer to the Homicide Book, Exhibit A, pages 6 through 14 for physical evidence 
gathered at the crime scene and processed by the Crime Lab. 


INVESTIGATOR OBSERVATIONS: 


The physical evidence at the shooting scene (positions of the deputy’s shell casings; 
position of the patrol cars; position of the suspect, and evidence recovered at the scene) 
appeared to be consistent with the deputies’ and witnesses’ versions of the event. 


WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Lopez 
Department authorized service firearm: Heckler and Koch, Model USP, .45 caliber, 
serial number HE Deputy Lopez’s weapon contained one live round in the 
chamber and eight live Winchester 45 caliber rounds in the gun’s magazine. Prior 
to the shooting, Deputy Lopez said his weapon was loaded with one live round in 
the chamber and twelve live rounds in the magazine. Nine rounds remained in the 
gun, which would account for four rounds fired during the shooting incident. 
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WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT(S): 


A Smith & Wesson revolver (Serial #0 Model 28-2,.357 caliber, blue steel, four 
inch barrel and wood grips) was recovered from Bell's body. The weapon was loaded with 
six live .38 caliber bullets. 


IAB Note: The revolver had been reported as a stolen gun on November 19, 
2000 to the Broken Arrow Police Department in Oklahoma. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE: 
None observed. 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR and CHARGES FILED: 


Investigator: Detectives Mitchell Robinson and Richard Garcia, Homicide 
Bureau 


Charges Filed: None, Suspect Deceased 


LIGHTING OR WEATHER CONDITIONS: 


The weather was foggy, cool, and dark at the time of the shooting (approximately 0118 
hours). 


INVOLVED DEPUTIES: 


Deput 
Deputy was interviewed at Lennox Sheriff's Station by Homicide 


investigators, Detectives Richard Garcia and Mitchell Robison, on January 24, 2005 at 
about 0522 hours (approximately four hours after the initial shooting). The interview was 
audio recorded. 


Deputy EE said at approximately 0118 hours, he and Deputy Lopez were traveling 
northbound in their marked patrol vehicle on Vermont Avenue_approaching West 
425thStreet, when they observed a Black male (later identified as DEA wearing 
a white T-shirt, running northbound on the east sidewalk of Vermont Avenue. Deputy 

related that because of the late hour and the vicinity was a "high crime area," 
they drove closer to the maie to “get a better look.” As they neared Deputy 

said he noticed that he met up with a second Black male {Kazi Bell) wearing dark 
clothing, who was already walking on the sidewalk north (ahead) of them. The two then 
proceeded walking northbound together. 
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Deputy IE said he and Deputy Lopez illuminated both of the men with their patrol 
vehicle's spotlights. Once the two were illuminated, the males turned and looked in their 
direction. Deputy ME tated that the men Mand Bell) appeared startled by their 
presence, and the male in the dark clothing, Kazi Bell, suddenly turned and ran 
southbound on the sidewalk. Deputy EEE said thatas Bell ran towards the patrol car, 
he noticed that Bell continuously reached into his waistband area. Deputy ieee 
related that due to his past experience, he believed that Bell was attempting to retrieve a 
weapon which was concealed in the waistband area. 


Deputy IEEE said he stopped the patrol car and Deputy Lopez exited the vehicle 
through the passenger's door. As he ee ee the car from the driver's side, he 
focused orn and ordered him to lay on the ground (“prone”). Deputy IEEE said 
that as his attention was on B he heard Deputy Lopez yell to Bell, "Stop or I'll shoot." 
Shortly after a second command ordering Bell to stop, Deputy IEEE said he heard 
three to four gunshots coming from Deputy Lopez' direction. He said he turned towards 
Lopez and saw that he (Lopez) was near the sidewalk of Vermont Avenue and Kazi Bell 
was lying face down at the intersection (Vermont Avenue and West 125” ‘ie sau 
said Deputy Lopez then requested assistance, and he detained 


With the arrival of i units, Deputy IEEE said the scene was contained, and 


Deputy Lopez and were transported to Lennox Sheriff's Station. 


Deputy Carlos Lopez 
Deputy Carlos Lopez was interviewed at Lennox Sheriff's Station by Homicide 


investigators, Detectives Richard Garcia and Mitchell Robison, on January 24, 2005 at 
0547 hours (approximately four and half hours after the shooting), and by Internal Affairs 
investigators, Sergeants Clay Anderson and Larry Landreth, at the Internal Affairs building 
in the City of Commerce on May 17, 2006. The following is a summary of the interviews, 
which were audio recorded. 


Deputy Lopez said he and his partner, Deputy {J were driving northbound on 
Vermont Avenue at West 125th Street, when his attention was drawn to a Black male (later 
identified as EB running northbound on the east sidewalk of Vermont Avenue. 
Deputy Lopez said the male met up with a second man (Kazi Bell), who was also on the 
sidewalk. Deputy Lopez related that the vicinity of the location was a “gang area,” and he 
believed {J who had been running, may have been involved in some type of criminal 
activity. Deputy Lopez said that as they drove closer to the men, he illuminated them with 
the patrol car's spotlight. The men stopped, turned, and looked in the direction of the 
patrol car which was approaching them. Suddenly, Bell began running south on the 
sidewalk in their direction. 


As Bell ran towards him, Deputy Lopez said he began to exit the patrol car to contact him. 
He said he noticed that Bell was “hunched over” reaching towards his waistband, as if he 
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was attempting to retrieve a weapon. As Bell ran closer, Lopez said he glanced back 
towards the other male (EB and saw that he had his hands in the air as if he 
was surrendering. (Lopez related that neither he nor his partner had ordered [lo raise 
his hands). As he re-focused on Bell, Deputy Lopez saw Bell retrieve a dark-colored 
handgun from his waistband as Bell continued on the sidewalk past him. Deputy Lopez 
said he moved to a position of cover behind some trash cans near the sidewalk, and 
ordered Bell, twice, “Stop or I'll shoot.” Bell turned towards Deputy Lopez and raised his 
weapon, pointing the weapon at him. Deputy Lopez said he feared that the suspect was 
about to “shoot me, kill me or my partner,” so he fired three to four rounds at Bell. Bell then 
fell to the street, lying face down. 


Deputy Lopez related that the incident happened “extremely quick.” He said after firing his 
weapon, he ensured Deputy a was "ok," then requested assistance and 
paramedics via Sheriff's radio. Once additional units arrived, Deputy Lopez observed Bell 
lying in the intersection, still holding his weapon in his hand. He said he also saw that Bell 
had been hit (shot) in the head. Deputy Lopez said he was subsequently transported to 
Lennox Station. 


WITNESS STATEMENTS: 


Witness was interviewed at Lennox Sheriff's Station by Homicide 


investigators Detectives Richard Garcia and Mitchell Robison on January 24, 2005 at about 
0637 hours (approximately five hours after the initial shooting). The interview was audio 
recorded. 


Witness said that he lived the city of I) but he was in the area of the incident 
visiting friends, He said he had walked to the “Shell” (gas station) located on El Segundo 
Boulevard and Vermont Avenue to buy a cigar, where he met up with Kazi Bell. Witness 
B steted that he and Kazi Bell are both members of the "Raymond Crips" street gang. 


Witness said he told Bell that he was walking to the "Metro Line,” so he could take 
it to his girlfriend's house and smoke some “weed” (marijuana). He said Bell stated that 
he would walk with him to the "Metro Line,” which was located north on Vermont Avenue. 
Witness [said as they reached 124th or 125th Street, a patrol car drove toward them 
and pointed their lights at them. He said as he placed his hands "up," Suspect Bell 
suddenly turned and ran southbound. 


Witness [said he did not see Bell after he initially started to run, but he heard one of 
the deputies (unknown) call out to Bell, twice, "Stop or l'm going to shoot you.” He said he 
then heard a number of gunshots, possibly three or more. After the shots, Witness Gn 
said he heard one of the deputies tell the other deputy to “call for help.” At that time, he 
said he was ordered to “get onto the ground,” where he was handcuffed and subsequently 
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placed into a patrol car. 


Witness stated that he observed a revolver, possibly a .38 or .357, being removed 
from Kazi Bell as he (Bell) laid in the intersection. He stated that he had seen a similar 
weapon “around,” with members of the "Raymond Crips." Witness [iiiilifurther related 
that he had also seen Bell in possession of a similar type weapon. 


LAPD Officers land 

Los Angeles Police Officers nd ME clated essentially the 
same account of the incident. Both officers said while patrolling the area near the incident, 
they happened by the scene, observing a Sheriff's patrol car stopped in the northbound 
lane of Vermont Avenue. The officers stated that they observed the body of a black male 
lying in the intersection with two officers near the patrol car. They stated that one of the 
officers (unidentified) was detaining a Black male, es the officer (also unidentified) 
appeared to be watching the body in the intersection. The officers stated that they saw 
that the male lying on the ground had been shot and that his right hand was lying on his 
chest holding a handgun. Each officer stated that he took no action, explaining that shortly 
after they arrived, other Sheriff Department personnel had responded to the scene. 


SUSPECT STATEMENT: 
(Deceased) 
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